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SUBJECT: TALK WITH CHIEE OE ROYAL COURT - DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
AREA 

1 . AFTER SEEING KING HUSSEIN DECEMBER 20 I HAD A EEW 
MOMENT'S DISCUSSION WITH ROYAL COURT CHIEF SHERIF 

ABD AL-HAMID SHARAF. SHARAF MADE CLEAR THAT HE REMAINS 
EXTREMELY CONSERVATIVE ABOUT JORDANIAN-SYRIAN FEDERATION. 
SINCE HE IS PRESENTLY CHARGED WITH JOINT STUDIES 
WITH SYRIA, I PRESUME THIS WILL INSURE THAT PROGRESS IS 
NOT VERY RAPID. 

2. SHARAF SAID THAT HE AND PRIME MINISTER BADRAN IN 
THEIR RECENT VISITS TO KUWAIT AND SAUDI ARABIA HAD 
RAISED QUESTIONS OF FURTHER ECONOMIC AID AND HAD 
BRIEFED THE SAUDIS IN PARTICULAR ON DEVELOPMENTS IN 
JORDANIAN-SYRIAN RELATIONS. ON THE LATTER QUESTION, 

SHARAF SAID HE DETECTED, AS HE HAS IN THE PAST, 

SIGNIFICANT SAUDI UNEASE AND UNHAPPINESS WITH 
JORDANIAN-SYRIAN RAPPROCHEMENT. HE SAID THEY 
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STRESSED TO PRINCE FAHD THE CONTEMPLATED SLOW PACE 
OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS AREA AND JORDANIAN ALERTNESS 
TO THE PROBLEMS WHICH INCREASING CLOSENESS TO SYRIA 
COULD RAISE FOR BOTH AMMAN AND RIYADH. 

3. ON THE QUESTION OF FINANCIAL AID, SHARAF SAID 
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THEY HAD RAISED AGAIN WITH THE SAUDIS THE NEED FOR 
THIRD PARTY BACKING FOR JORDAN'S FY 1976 FMS 
CREDIT PROGRAM. THE SAUDIS HAD AGAIN SAID THAT 
THEY WERE SYMPATHETIC, BUT NOT UNCHARACTERISTICALLY, 
NO FUNDS OR DIRECT COMMITMENTS CHANGED HANDS. SHARAF 
SAYS JORDAN WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE THIS QUESTION IN 
THEIR REGULAR CONTACTS WITH SAUDI ARABIA. 

4. ON THE VISIT TO KUWAIT, SHARAF NOTED THAT THE 
KUWAITIS ARE ALWAYS SUSPICIOUS OF JORDAN AND DIFFICULT 
TO DEAL WITH. HOWEVER FOR THE FIRST TIME HE SAID 
HE THOUGHT THEY HAD GOTTEN SOMETHING CONCRETE FROM 
KUWAITIS. I SAID "WAS IT SOMETHING CONCRETE IN 
POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC TERMS?" HE SAID "BY ALL MEANS 
IT WAS CONCRETE IN TERMS OF ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT TO JORDAN." 

PICKERING 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTE, FEDERATION, PERSONAL OPINION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976AMMAN07489 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760467-1194 
From: AMMAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761222/aaaaastm.tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <04 OCT 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TALK WITH CHIEF OF ROYAL COURT - DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA 
TAGS: PFOR, JO, XF, SY, (SHARAF, SHERIF ABD AL-HAMID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



